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A few weeks ago, my husband and I visited one of 
the Riverside County Parks hoping for a wildflower 

extravaganza. We wanted to explore the spectacular Santa 
Rosa Plateau, but the trails were still closed due to wildfire, 
so instead, we ended up at Hidden Valley Wildlife Area near 
Norco. Some wildflowers were starting to bloom along the 
trail, but we spent more time checking out the small nature 
center that was chock full of taxidermy specimens and live 
reptiles. On a table amongst the maps and brochures were a 
few handouts for families to enjoy while cruising the property. 
I took the “Habitat Hunt” and “Bird Behavior Hike” which I 
tested a few weeks later while visiting the San Joaquin Marsh 
on a glorious spring day. On this avian activity players place 
a tally mark next to the behaviors listed each time they are 
observed. Luckily for me, while walking the many loop trails at 
the marsh, I observed all nine of the behaviors on the checklist, 
even saw some that weren’t (like nest building, dabbling, and 
perching), and watched a Long-tailed Weasel dart quickly 
past me which was an unexpected and exciting surprise. I 
heard countless shorebirds like Long-billed Dowitchers and 
American Avocets calling in alarm, watched a pair of Mallards 
bathing (evident by flapping wings and shaking tails feathers), 
and observed an Allen’s Hummingbird, mouth agape nabbing 
(eating) insects on the fly.  I saw a “stand” of brilliant blue 
Tree Swallows (apparently the 
collective term for a group 
of swallows), flocking 
near their nest boxes, 
and Song Sparrows 
and California 
Towhees foraging 
in the dirt 
looking for 
seeds.  I 
stumbled 
upon a Common Yellowthroat who 
emerged from within the dense brush 
and quickly returned into hiding and was 
startled by a Red-winged Blackbird singing 
at the top of its little lungs from a high perch. 
A White-faced Ibis used it’s long down-curved bill to 
preen its beautiful feathers, while many birds flew past 
me from pelicans to terns, to the peculiar looking 

Black Skimmers. The most memorable site of the day was 
watching a Greater Roadrunner with a freshly killed lizard in 
its mouth who didn’t seem to care that I was standing frozen 
nearby.  Suddenly the bird broke out into a two-step dance 
of sorts. It hopped in a sidestep several times in a row. Was it 
territorial (it was sort of hiding, but like hiding in plain sight)? 
Was it an aggressive behavior since it had food in its mouth? 
Was it communicating? A mating dance? I just don’t know 
exactly what the roadrunner was doing but was sure glad to 
observe this interesting behavior.

When the oppressive 
heat wave hit a few 
weeks back I had school 
programs scheduled. On 
what was probably the 
hottest day of the year, 
a class of 3rd graders 
arrived from Fullerton, 
and we explored the 
tidepools. These kids 
could have been in 
an air-conditioned 
classroom back on campus, but as warm and unpleasant as 
the temperature felt, I heard no complaints. Why would I, these 
kids were at the beach! While we were peering inside one of the 
pools a ladybug landed on my hand and I mused about how 
ladybugs are considered symbols of good luck. I remembered 
the old wives’ tale that if a ladybug lands on your hand you 

should make a wish. The following day was our volunteer 
Earth Day event and I was terribly concerned that 

parking, on what was expected to be on a busy, 
beautiful April Saturday, would be nearly 

impossible. So, I closed my eyes, made a wish, 
and blew the pretty little bug off my hand. 

I think my wish came true because all 
80 volunteers who arrived at 

P-2 for our 3-hour 
planting 

Ladybug
(Coccinella magnifica)



party were able to park and enjoy. Thank goodness for 
ladybugs!  The grant funding for our Earth Day 2022 project 
was provided by Southern California Edison (longtime 
supporters of CCSP’s Earth Day celebrations) via California 
State Parks Foundation (CSPF). This year, we decided to 
keep things fairly small so rather than a public event (which 
has amassed 300+ people in the past) all volunteers who 
came that morning registered through CSPF. In addition to 
volunteers from SCE, United Airlines, and REI, we were graced 
by Hailey Whitehurst, Miss Placentia’s Outstanding Teen 2022 
along with State Senator Dave Min and Assemblywoman 
Cottie Petrie-Norris who stopped by to lend their support. For 
the Earth Day project we planted an assortment of colorful 
and aromatic native plants at the Pelican Point restroom 
building near the boardwalk. A huge thank you to Park Aide 

Chris Hastings who built an 8’ x 8’ planter box to demonstrate 
a lovely and wild native plant garden that volunteers could 
replicate at home. Volunteers also removed heaps of invasive 

black mustard which, although pretty, is an abundant 
flowering weed. Soon the new Crystal Cove and Climate 
Change panel, which highlights how the State Park is rising 
to the task of reducing our carbon footprint, will be installed 
and our Earth Day 2022 activity will be complete. Of course, 
we follow the motto that “Earth Day is Every Day” so we are 
hosting a public beach cleanup on Earth Day Sunday and will 
continue to find projects that give gratitude to Mother Earth 
(and Mother Nature too, especially since Mother’s Day is before 
us). A huge thank you to all staff and volunteers involved in 
making a successful event.

Speaking of 
native plants, 
I was very 
impressed to 
read about how 
the landscape 
crew at Dodger 
Stadium has 
turned the 
grounds into 
a botanical 
paradise by 
transforming 
the stadiums water-hungry landscape of ivy, vines, and annual 
flowers into a palette of drought-tolerant California native 
varieties. The slopes and concrete planters around the stadium 
now house plants from sweet smelling sages to succulents 
in all colors, shapes and sizes. They also removed mounds of 
weedy grass in the parking lot and replaced it with 22 varieties 
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ELEVATED WALKWAYS AND STRUCTURES

As we burn fossil fuels for energy, we add carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. This buildup acts like a blanket that 
surrounds the earth, traps heat, and is leading to climate warming at a scale that is unprecedented. 

What are some of the effects of climate change?

Crystal Cove and Climate ChangeCrystal Cove and Climate Change
CLIMATE CHANGE 

ACTION IS A TOP 
PRIORITY FOR 

CALIFORNIA STATE 
PARKS. HAVING 

RECOGNIZED THIS SERIOUS 
GLOBAL PROBLEM, OUR 
PARKS SERVE AS LIVING 

LABORATORIES AS WE 
STRIVE TO EMBRACE 

INNOVATIVE EFFORTS TO 
REDUCE OUR CARBON 

FOOTPRINT.

WARMING OCEANS
The ocean absorbs much of the carbon dioxide,  
but this excessive amount is shifting the ocean’s  
delicate chemistry and leading to a decrease in  
carbonate, a necessary mineral for the creation of  
shells for animals like sea snails and hermit crabs.

GREEN ACTION
Here at Crystal Cove, we are continuously improving 
our efforts to reduce the emissions of 
heat-trapping gases and combat 
this crisis by incorporating Earth-
friendly technologies.

ACCELERATED SEA LEVEL RISE
One of the greatest concerns for our coastal parks 
is sea level rise which will cause increased flooding, 
stormwater surge, and extreme high tides.

GREEN ACTION
As part of the extensive restoration of the beachfront 
cottages in Crystal Coves 12-acre Historic District, an 
elevated roadway was built to provide a buffer against 
flooding and the foundations of several of the more 
vulnerable cottage were lifted by 2 feet for additional 
protection.

INCREASED WILDFIRES
As we continue to experience hotter and drier 
conditions, more frequent and intense wildfires are 
becoming the norm. This leads to a degraded habitat 
that is more susceptible to fire.  

GREEN ACTION
Crystal Cove State Park is reducing the potential for 
wildfire ignition by restoring habitats with plants that 
are resilient and more fire-resistant than weeds such 
as black mustard. For example, the plants that you see 
in this water-wise demonstration garden are native 
beauties found throughout the park. Healthy gardens 
like this also create habitat that attracts wildlife like 
butterflies, bees, and birds, while reducing runoff, 
filtering out pollutants, and requiring little water or 
maintenance once established. To find native plants 
that thrive in your local area and create your own 
water-wise garden visit www.calscape.org   

WATER-BOTTLE 
REFILLING STATION SOLAR-GENERATED HOT WATER

ELECTRIC SERVICE VEHICLE



of agave. The crew collected native seeds and labeled the 
more than 120 varieties of plants hoping to inspire Angelino 
gardeners. Dodger Stadium’s landscape manager had the 
vision of creating a “living museum” on the grounds 300 acres 
that will introduce thousands of baseball fans to the beauty 
of California native and other drought-resistant plants as well 
as water-saving irrigation techniques. I have early memories 
of watching ballgames at Dodger Stadium with my beloved 
Grandpa Alex. This article inspired me enough to want to 
re-visit this childhood haunt, not particularly to watch the 
Dodgers play (although I do enjoy a good baseball game), but 
to take a tour, walk the grounds and smell the sage. 

According to CNN’s 2022 World Happiness Report, Finland 
takes the prize for the happiest place on Earth. A visit to this 
Nordic country to ogle the northern lights, and maybe even 
see reindeer is on the Bonnin bucket list, but now, my interest 
to this nation of happy people has surged after having learned 
about their efforts to “save the planet” by eliminating all 
waste.  According to an article in Time, as natural resources 
diminish and the climate crisis intensifies countries around the 
world are progressing from a linear economy (in which the 
model is to “take, make, and waste” natural resources) to a 
circular economy which brilliantly replaces the extraction of 
natural resources with the transformation of existing products 
and so nothing at all is wasted. Companies are being 
encouraged to design products that last longer and can be 
more easily repaired, and children are being taught from a 
young age the concept of creating something new out of 
something used. Essentially, the idea is to become completely 
sustainable and rethink how products are made and 
consumed and how materials are developed. A Finnish 
entrepreneur has even launched an app called “Carbon Donut” 
which enables users to track their carbon footprint and offers 
suggestions on how to decrease it.  On Earth Day 2022 I say 
kudos to Finland for taking such grandiose efforts at creating a 
totally green society.

In collaboration with National Libraries Week, California 
State Parks has partnered with California Public Libraries 
in a unique three-year pilot program to offer day-use park 
passes, available for checkout by library patrons. The way it 
works is that library-card holders can check out the pass for 2-3 
weeks, then return the pass to the library for others to use. The 
goal is to make outdoor recreation, interpretive programming, 
and the opportunity to experience our parks accessible to 
all. Throughout the state, 50,000 passes will be distributed 
to all California libraries with 200+ parks participating in the 
pilot program.  I stopped by the Laguna Beach branch to ask 
how the program was going and was told that the first week 
was pretty crazy for Orange County Public Libraries, all which 
got just one pass each.  Apparently, the demand has been 
overwhelming with the number of “holds” throughout the 
OCPL system, exceeding 250 people waiting to check out the 
passes. Apparently, in the first few days after the program was 
announced visitors were showing up to state parks expecting 
to enter with their library card. Obviously, there are still 
some kinks to work out, but in the long run, this partnership 
between California State Parks and California Public Libraries 
will undoubtedly be a great union.

With Summer approaching park staff is readying for the 
onslaught of the busy season.  In preparation lifeguard towers 
have been placed along the 3.5 miles of beach, restrooms and 
changing rooms are being given a final deep cleaning before 
all are re-opened, new park aides for the entrance kiosks 
are being trained, a new pay system is being installed, new 
speed bumps have been positioned at all lots, the trash cans 
are being doubled on the beach, and sand is being swept off 
the ramps.  It’s an all-hands-on deck approach to welcoming 
summer visitors to beautiful Crystal Cove State Park. As John 
Mayer said...

“A little bit of summer is what  
the whole year is all about”

See you in the Park!

Winter
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