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I have never imagined touring the 163,695 square miles of 
California (including over 1000 miles of coastline) in an RV, 

but am thinking that this might be the way to do it…someday.  
You see, I’m a bit of a state park nerd and love traveling 
the Golden State exploring our California State Parks.  This 
first quarter of 2018 has been good for my “hobby” as I 
have managed to visit six interesting and diverse sites.  
In January, my family walked the icy trails of Donner 
Memorial State Park.  In February, the CCSP 
interpretive team took part in a Bald Eagle 
count at Silverwood Lake State Recreation 
Area (didn’t see any of these fearless 
symbols of America, but did see several 
Lewis’ Woodpeckers which was a life bird 
for all of us.)  Later in the month my family 
schlepped to Providence Mountains State 
Recreation Area, a beautiful and remote 

destination 
off of 
Highway 40 
on the road 
to Arizona.  
Providence 

Mountains is home to Mitchell Caverns, pristine and 
spectacular caves filled with limestone formations including 
stalagmites, stalactites, and helictites (horizontal or curving 

formations.)  This amazing destination was well worth 
the long drive.  Now in March, I’ve enjoyed three 

new parks:  Tule Elk State Natural Reserve (no 
elk nor people, but a sweet little spot in the 

Central Valley,) Ano Nuevo where nearly 1000 
“weaners” were lounging, barking, swimming, 
and smelling (that is, they smelled,) and 
finally Wilder Ranch State Park, a preserved 
late 1800’s dairy ranch surrounded by 7000 

acres of pure Santa Cruz beauty.  So my visits 
have grown exponentially each month from 

one park to two parks to three parks which 
means that in April, I need to visit four California 

State Parks.  I say “road trip!”  To check out any of 
California State Park’s 280 sites check the website.

Last spring the CCSP/Conservancy Education team 
hosted our first ever Art in the Park event that was so 
energizing we decided to do it again.  On Saturday, 

March 31 from 10am-4pm the Historic District will 
come alive with music, dancing, painting, storytelling and 
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sea glass wrapping.  The 
family friendly festivities 
will begin at 10am 
with a Native American 
blessing followed by a 
sea glass beach walk, 
ukulele strummers and 
hula dancers, and basket 
weaving.  We will have 
chamber music from CSUF 
students, swing dancers 
and UCI biologists who 
are truly capturing the 
essence of integrating art 
and nature with “Beyond 

the Jaws,” a shark art installation.  In addition to all these 
exhilarating activities, the Park Store will host their Spring Art 
Show on both Saturday and Sunday.  This will be a wonderful 
weekend to visit the Historic District at Crystal Cove State Park.  
Click here to view the schedule of events. 

Following closely on the heels of Art in the Park, CCSP 
will celebrate Mother Earth at the 20th Earth Day and 
Restoration and Cleanup on Saturday, April 21 from 9am-
12 with a morning dedicated to beautifying the park.  With 
a grant from Edison International via the California State 
Parks Foundation volunteers will engage in a variety of park 
maintenance projects including:  planting, painting, weeding, 
and waxing.  Some volunteers will remove old rusting signs, 
and install symbolic fencing.  Other volunteers will prepare the 
lifeguard towers for summertime use whereas others will paint 

curbs and fences.  Those with green thumbs will plant natives 
throughout the Historic District and those whose thumbs 
tend towards brown can help pull out the invasive nasturtium.  
Earth Day in the park is always an intrinsically satisfying day in 
which everyone leaves knowing they did a valuable service for 
California State Parks.  See our web site at crystalcovestatepark.
org for details.

It is never a dull moment at Crystal Cove State Park.  There 
are always maintenance projects to be completed and park 
improvements in process. The Beachcomber Café has been 
closed all week for restaurant renovations and improvements 
including expanding the deck to accommodate more 
guests and to decrease wait times.  They expect to re-open 
for business on Saturday, March 24.  The ADA parking 
improvements and shuttle stop project is nearing an end in 
the Los Trancos lot (looks great) and we are poised to install 
our new stunning Marine Wildlife panels at the ramp at Pelican 
Point lot #3 and the northern Reef Point overlook.  Until the 
end of May, the state park has collaborated with the California 
Conservation Corps to help clear plants and weeds thus 
reducing hazardous fuel load and clearing emergency access 
roads.  The hearty crews will be trimming back every road and 
single track in the backcountry, the Environmental Study Loop, 
the parking lots, all the campsites (both the environmental 
hike-in sites and the Moro campground), as well as around the 
Ranger Station.  Much of the brushings then will be used to 
close off illegal trails.  These young men and women will work 
on approximately 78 acres of parkland considered to be in a 
high fire danger area.  They are lucky to be working in such a 
beautiful spot and we are grateful for their hard, physical work.

Celebration
Saturday, March 31 from 10-4 PM

in the Crystal Cove Historic District

Join Crystal Cove Conservancy and Crystal Cove State Park as we celebrate art 
and nature with free family-friendly art events, such as sea glass wrapping, 

outdoor musical performances, watercolor painting, dancing, basket weaving, 
and more! 

For a full schedule and to register for workshops, please visit:

crystalcove.org/ArtInthePark

$15 day use fee requred per vehicle.

Featuring Crystal Cove Conservancy’s

Buy tickets at crystalcove.org/ArtShow

Art show runs through Sunday, April 1st!

https://crystalcove.org/event/artinthepark/
http://crystalcovestatepark.org
http://crystalcovestatepark.org
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I love crossing projects off my list with a red indelible ink 
pen.  And now, since another backcountry improvement 
project is nearing completion, I can do just that.  Alongside 
the fire roads and single track trails are the roads that “lead to 
nowhere.”  These Southern California Edison roads often trip 
up hikers and bikers who think they are following a legitimate 
trail.  Some of these roads have signs posted indicating that 
these are dead end roads, but others don’t.  So, with funds 
from an REI grant we have purchased posts and signs and 
plan to get them into the ground while it is still soft from the 
recent rains.  While patrolling the backcountry in search of 
these dead end trails I stumbled upon a lovely white flowering 

plant way back in the beautiful oak 
woodland along Moro trail that I did 
not recognize. Park interpreter Alex 
identified the unknown plant, using 
Bob Allen’s can’t-live-without-bible, 
“The Wildflowers of Orange County 
and the Santa Ana Mountains” as 
Milkmaids aka California toothwort 
or Cardimine californica.  This lovely 
plant in the mustard family flourishes 
during the rainy season and is one 
of the first wildflowers to bloom.  
It grows happily in full shade, in 
canyons and woods under the oaks 
and sycamores.  Milkmaids are a 

native slender perennial herb with four delicate petals and 
toothed leaves.  According to Wikipedia ( ) “the flower closes 
its petals in late afternoon as the sun goes down and nods 
its pedicel before a rain, protecting the pollen.”  Time may be 
of the essence to see the Milkmaids as once they flower and 
set seed they die back to their roots and stay dormant until 
next year’s rains.  I also spotted some of the other early spring 
flowers along the backcountry trails including Deerweed, 
Indian Paintbrush, Wild Cucumber, Fuchsia-flowered 
Gooseberry, and Blue-eyed Grass.  Although we haven’t gotten 
much rain this season, I am hopeful that the little bit of spring 
showers that fell this last week will in fact bring more “may 
flowers.” It’s a good time to take a stroll into Moro Canyon.  

Recently I saw a presentation by a volunteer with the Orange 
County Bird of Prey Center (OCBRC) at the Newport 
Beach Library.  It was me, and dozens of small children who 
couldn’t quite grasp the concept that sudden movement 
can be frightening for a large raptor.  I loved listening to 
the veterinarian give her spiel, but kept cringing each time 
a youngster jumped up or reached out.  Three beautiful 

specimens represented 
the non-profit Bird of Prey 
Center as their education 
ambassadors:  a gorgeous Great-
Horned Owl, a sassy Western 
Screech Owl, and a rambunctious 
Red-tailed Hawk.  All three birds had 
fallen from their nests (or were possibly 
pushed by a larger sibling) and were 
“rescued” by well-meaning humans.  
Unfortunately, these birds were then 
treated like pets so that when the Center took over their care 
they were too severely imprinted to ever be released back into 
the wild.  At such a critical period for these young birds they 
became attached to their mother substitutes which in these 
cases, were not avian parents, but human parents not skilled 
in the development of bird behavior.  Essentially, the owls and 
hawk think they are human and don’t know how to hunt nor 
take care of themselves.  When little, they were accustomed to 
eating frozen food and never grasped the concept (although it 
might seem instinctual) of capturing live prey.  The Bird of Prey 
Center also serves as a veterinary and presently has close to 20 
patients including owls, hawks, falcons, eagles, and vultures, all 
who will hopefully be fully rehabilitated and released back into 
the wild.  For a small donation, OCBPC allows people to sponsor 
a raptor with the ultimate reward to participate in the release. 
I’m interested?  If you are too, check out http://www.ocbpc.org/ 

One of my favorite parts of the job is receiving Dear Ranger 
Winter letters from students.  They never say anything bad or 
mean, but some are more effusive and less formal than others 
(for example, some of the kiddos simply follow the prompts 
set up by their teacher, while others try out some fancy 
adjectives, and others just stream their consciousness.)  In a 
recent batch of letters from a 1st grade class who I had taught 
a lesson called “Unhuggables - The Animals We Love to Hate” 
I got a few written doozies.  Little Taylor asked me if I would 
come over for a playdate and Alabama told me I was “sweet, 
loving, and the nicest person on Urth.”  After 20 years I have a 
tub full of these letters (you can call me a hoarder of sorts,) but 
if I am ever blue and need a pick-me-up, that is the bin I go to 
for some innocent and sweet “atta girls.”  As Dostoyevsky wrote 
“The soul is healed by being with children.” 
 
See you in the Park!

Winter
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