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Anna’s Hummingbird (Calypte anna) and
Hummingbird Sage (Salvia spathaceae)
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A letter from Winter
Bonnin, Crystal Cove
State Park Interpretive
Naturalist and
Volunteer Coordinator

his morning I had a small triumph. A
few months ago my friend Amy from the
City of Irvine Open Space gave me a lovely
one-gallon hummingbird sage as a gift. I
didn’t tell her that I have no green thumb but
worried about what would happen to this
small treasure once it got into my hands. I
took it home and carefully transplanted it, but
due to experience, didn’t have much hope
for its survival. But, on this fine morning, I
walked onto my deck and there it was…two
tall upright stems adorned with two beautiful
fuchsia colored flowers reaching for the sky.
Hummingbird sage, Salvia spathaceae, is one
of the 17 species of sage growing in California
and one of seven found locally. It is native to
the park, albeit rare, as listed on the Higher
Plants of Crystal Cove State Park, but can
be seen in the little hummingbird
garden in front of the Ranger
Station. As the name implies,
hummingbirds love this plant
and can be seen hovering
around the low growing Ochre Sea Star (Pisaster ochraceus)

evergreen with aromatic large green leaves
covered in glandular hairs. Hummingbird
sage, also called Pitcher sage is often nestled
in the shade of oak trees, like the park’s
majestic Coast Live Oaks. The tubular flowers
bloom from winter through summer and so,
along with the other species of dreamy sage
found in the park; black, white, and purple
our graceful hummingbirds, like the Anna’s
and Allen’s who honor us with their delightful
presence all year long, have ample nectar to
nourish their tiny, but mighty bodies.
Last month I wrote that I had seen dozens of
sea stars at Laguna’s Crescent Bay beach and
then this month I have received numerous
photos of Ochre Sea Stars, Pisaster ochraceus,
spotted right here in the tidepools at
Crystal Cove State Park. Given the die
off of west coast sea stars that
hit southern California
hard at the end of 2013,
seeing these gems of
nature in any quantity
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early amorous start. Generally, Red-shouldered hawks remain
is a testament to their recovery. Even though similar die-offs
monogamous throughout the breeding season and often
of sea stars had occurred in the 1970s, ‘80s and ‘90s, this most
pair for life while staying in the same nesting territory every
recent outbreak was by far the most devastating according to
year, even using the same nest. Then, yesterday while
researchers at the University of Santa Cruz. Sea Star Wasting
sitting on our deck, my husband and I observed a
Syndrome, the virus which has affected sea stars from British
pair of Red-tailed Hawks “in love,” or so it seemed.
Columbia to Mexico, produced lesions on the bodies of
The two were “hooking up” also in a Eucalyptus tree
the stars which caused them to disintegrate with their
and while the presumed female sat and waited,
arms turning into blobs of goo and
the male flew back and forth, sometimes with
withering away. I’m referring to this
obvious nesting material in it’s beak. We also had the
insidious disease in the past tense
voyeuristic pleasure of watching the courtship display
because the species is undoubtedly
described on All About Birds: “Courting Red-tailed
rebounding. In fact at the recent Intertidal Bioblitz
Hawks put on a display in which they soar in wide circles
hosted by Crystal Cove Conservancy in conjunction
at a great height. The male dives steeply, then shoots
with iNaturalist, volunteer tidepoolers found five
up again at an angle nearly as steep. After several
ochre stars, all a decent size. A bioblitz is a communal
of these swoops he approaches the female from
citizen-science effort to record as many species within
above, extends his legs, and touches her briefly.
a designated location and time period as possible
Red-shouldered hawk
(Buteo lineatus) Trude Hurd
Sometimes, the pair grab onto one other, clasp
(similar to the Audubon’s annual Christmas Bird
talons, and plummet in spirals toward the ground before
Count.) By using the iNaturalist app, Ipads to take photos and
pulling away.” It was pretty impressive!
a lot of deep investigation, our group of about 35 tidepool
explorers observed 16 different species. In addition to the sea
stars, the highlights included four brightly colored spanish
State park staff wear many different hats. Amongst the
shawl nudibranchs, two Hopkins rose nudibranchs, one black
many tasks, some staff oversee huge construction projects,
sea hare and a coiled strand of sea hare eggs. Click here
some facilitate trail repairs, and others save lives. Just this
to check out the iNaturalist project page and see the other
past week: Ranger Scott Kibbey rescued a sick red-breasted
species found at this fun annual event.
merganser (a winter visitor) who I saw last week dabbling
in the ocean near Rocky Bight, but was now stranded in
Moro creek near the tunnel. Scott helped capture the adult
I’ve been really lucky lately with big, beautiful buteo
female and transferred it to the Wetlands and Wildlife Care
sightings. A few week ago, sitting side-by-side way up high
Center in Huntington Beach where volunteers attempted to
in a Eucalyptus tree in the back of the Los Trancos lot were a
rehabilitate the
pair of Red-shouldered Hawks. I can only assume these two
stranded seabird.
were involved in courtship given the interaction I observed.
Unfortunately,
The mating and breeding habits of these birds begins at
the bird had a
about three years of age and includes aerial displays meant
badly abscessed
to advertise their readiness for breeding. These large birds of
foot with a
prey are incredibly agile,
Red-tailed hawk
necrotic tissue
especially when trying
(Buteo jamaicensis)
infection and
to impress a mate, as
Trude Hurd
did not survive. I
they soar high in the sky
love though that
making wide circles and
Ranger Kibbey,
then diving to treetop
true to his
levels. Since winter has
Ranger pledge,
technically only been in
tried to save
season one month I am
the bird. Next
hopeful that these birds
was Saturday’s
who normally begin
Ranger Scott Kibbey with
Trail Work day
breeding in late winter to
a Red-breasted merganser
(Mergus serrator)
facilitated by
early spring just had an
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Lana Nguyen, Environmental Scientist extraordinaire (that
means, always going the extra mile) who along with our
intrepid core of volunteers had an incredibly successful
event on a day we feared would be cancelled due to rain. The
team worked on smoothing deep ruts on single track trails
Ticketron and Fenceline. They completed treadwork, installed
five water diversions on a steep part of lower Ticketron, and
did some brushing on the trail between the Deer Canyon
campground and the steep uphill on the Ticketron trail.
According to trail worker and park volunteer Brad Larkins
“the section looks spectacular.” A HUGE thank you to all who
poured their sweat into fixing these trails: Brad, Steve, Robin,
Jane, Andy, Keith & Bernie. You all are rock stars! Finally, our
devoted and hardworking Maintenance Chief, Brian Carlson
has all but moved his office to the Los Trancos parking lot as
he oversees the long awaited ADA improvement project and
shuttle stop installation. Like any construction project there
are always a few hiccups, but hopefully this project will be
completed in a timely and efficient manner. For now it is loud,
dirty and rattling, but I can envision how spiffy this parking lot
will look and how much more user friendly it will be, when the
project is complete.
Although I don’t like the
rattling of jackhammers
outside my office
window (solution…get
out of the office and
into the park,) I have
heard some rattling
along the Los Trancos
path recently that has
enamored me. First, a
few weeks back Alex
and I heard first than
spotted a Nuttall’s
Woodpecker on one of
Nuttall’s woodpecker (Dryobates nuttallii)
the Western Sycamore
trees dotting the pathway along the Los Trancos creek.
Although this black and white woodpecker is a year round
resident of California, known to probe and pick insects out of
crevices in tree trunks, branches, and twigs, it’s not a bird we
often see. But then I heard and saw it again in a tree at the
start of the Los Trancos path. This time it was low enough in
the tree that I got a close up look at this small woodpecker and
it’s black and white barred back, white-striped cheek, white
belly, and the red patch on its head. This guy was vociferously
drumming away at the Sycamore tree clearly searching for

beetles, ants, termites, and millipedes. And even though
Nuttall’s Woodpeckers are often associated with oak trees,
unlike many of their feathered cousins they don’t eat acorns,
but much prefer tasty insects.
I really don’t want to exude any negativity when it comes to
this park I call “home,” but we have experienced an uptick in
car burglaries and vandalism. Alas, even though Crystal Cove
State Park is truly a paradise we are located in an urban area
and have to deal with urban woes including crime. So, this is
a simple reminder to not keep valuables inside the car, avoid
using the keyless remote, and to report any suspicious activity.
Click here to read more.
California State Parks

Park Ranger Recruitment Alert

State Park Peace Officer - Ranger

To counter any bad behavior in
the park our peace officer staff is
engaged in a state wide
campaign to entice
State Park Peace Officer - Lifeguard
serious job seekers into
the world of State Park
Peace Officer Ranger
and Lifeguard careers.
With the assistance and
graciousness of park
volunteer Frank Davern,
they have created peace
officer trading cards and
Start a challenging career!
informational handouts
to entice people to learn more about this dynamic career.
Our own Sara Kennedy and Scott Kibbey “modeled” for the
fabulous flyers seen on our web site.
Applications will be accepted in April, 2018!

THE POSITION: State Park Ranger Cadets are the entry and training level
class for the Ranger Series. After completion of the academy, Rangers ensure
the safety of park visitors and the protection of park resources. As a fully sworn
Peace Officer, a Ranger is responsible for, but not limited to, the following
duties:
• Park operations and management
• Resource protection and interpretation
• Program management activities
• Patrol, emergency response and law enforcement
• Conduct criminal and administrative investigations, issue citations,
make arrests and write reports
• Perform search and rescue activities and emergency medical
response
• Ensure public safety and much more

California State Parks
Permanent Lifeguard RecruitmentTHEAlert
EXAM PROCESS: Candidates who successfully complete the
written exam (PELLETB in Sept. 2018), physical agility test (Sept.
2018), background investigation and interview may be invited
to attend our Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST) Basic
Academy.

Applications will be accepted in April, 2018!

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: Minimum age of 18 (maximum
age 65); US Citizen; Possession of a valid CA drivers license
(Applicants who do not possess this license will be admitted
theclass
examination, but they must secure the license prior
The Position: State Park Lifeguard Cadets are the entry and trainingto
level
toLifeguards
appointment); and Successful completion of 60 units from
for the Permanent Lifeguard Series. After completion of the academy,
a state
ensure the safety of park visitors and the protection of park resources.
As a ac-credited college/university, including a minimum of
21 to,
semester
fully sworn Peace Officer, a Lifeguard is responsible for, but not limited
the units satisfying the General Education Curriculum
standards as identified for colleges and universities accredited by
following duties:
the Western Association of Colleges and Universities. Courses that
• Park operations and management
meet this requirement include Natural/Social Sciences, Language,
• Resource protection and interpretation
Humanities, and Mathematics. (Students in their second year of college
• Program management activities
may apply, but they must satisfactorily complete their 60 semester units
before they can be appointed).
• Patrol, aquatic response and law enforcement
• Conduct criminal and administrative investigations,issue citations,
Applications accepted in
make arrests and write reports
April and May 2018.
• Perform search and rescue activities and emergency medical response
www.parks.ca.gov/cadet
• Ensure public safety and much more
Cadet:
Ranger:
The Exam Process: Candidates who successfully complete the Call your local State Beach or
$3,508 $3,903 written exam (PELLETB in Sept. 2018), physical agility test (Sept. State Park and ask to speak to
$4,712*
$6,228*
2018), background investigation and interview may be invited
or meet with a Ranger.
to attend our Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST)
Over $1000 in pay differentials &
incentives to qualified employees.**
Basic Academy.
State housing may be available
Minimum Qualifications: Minimum age of 18 (no maximum);
in some work locations.
US Citizen or application pending; Possession of a valid CA
* Monthly **Learn more now: www.parks.ca.gov/ranger
drivers license (Applicants who do not possess this license
will be admitted to the examination, but they must secure the
license prior to appointment); and successful completion of 60 units
from a state accredited college/university, including a minimum
of 21 semester units satisfying the General Education Curriculum
standards as identified for colleges and universities accredited by
the Western Association of Colleges and Universities. Courses that
meet this requirement include Natural/Social Sciences, Language,
Humanities, and Mathematics. (Students in their second year of
college may apply, but they must satisfactorily complete their 60
semester units before they can be appointed). Six months open water
lifeguard experience required.**
The application process takes about 18 months,
with a training start date of October, 2019.

Start a challenging career!

Applications accepted in
April and May 2018.

www.parks.ca.gov/cadet

Call your local State Beach or
State Park and ask to
speak to or meet with a
Permanent Lifeguard.

Cadet:
$3,508 $4,712*

Lifeguard:
$3,903 $6,228*

Over $1000 in pay differentials &
incentives to qualified employees.**
State housing may be available
in some work locations.

* Monthly **Learn more now: www.parks.ca.gov/lifeguard

I love my outside “office” and am reminded each day as I drive
past Moro Beach. I anticipate rounding the curve on PCH just
before the Moro day-use lot and El Morro Elementary School
as I know that just after passing the Laguna Beach city limits I’ll
be rewarded with the most breathtaking and spectacular view.
I am grateful that I get to start each working day with this
million dollar panorama that’s just outside my “inside” office
door and so I love this quote

“Enjoy the little things in life, for one day you may look
back and realize they were the big things.”
See you in the Park!

Winter

